

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear 6th grade , 

 

I hope you are having a wonder summer.  We will be 

learning פרק הכונס and פרק המניח in חומש  ,מסכת בבא קמא

 .בס"ד ,as well הלכות שבת ויו"ט and ויקרא

 

I am looking forward to learning with each one of you 

and having an enjoyable year while growing in  תורה

 .ועבודת ד'

 

Rabbi Berger 



Dear 6th, 7th & 8th grade boys at YST (who are right now enjoying vacation and don’t want to 

think about school . .  I get it!) 

 

 It seems like only nine short years ago that I sat down at my computer to write my 

initial letter introducing myself to you and your school (that letter was better than the one I 

chiseled into stone 26 years ago when I first got up in front of a classroom).  Looking back I 

realize how much has changed since then.  Let’s put it this way, my notes were written on a 

chalkboard and Google was nothing more than a brand of peanut butter (they made it in great 

flavors like banana - delicious!).  Anyway, since that time I have learned a lot about history (in 

fact, I feel like I lived through most of it) and have tons of interesting information, facts, and 

stories that I am looking forward to sharing.  Actually, that reminds me of a story I heard 

recently (an interesting concept - to be reminded of something you heard recently).  Anyway, 

this man called his travel agent to book a flight to Guatemala.*  He insisted on having a 

window seat and was adamant (not willing to budge) about it, willing to pay extra and come 

early if necessary.  He repeated his request several times and the agent assured him it would 

be taken care of.  Needless to say (but I’ll say it anyway), when he arrived at the airport and 

checked in he was more than disappointed to learn that his seat was on the aisle.  The entire 

flight he was miserable, muttering to himself how mad he was at the travel agent and 

complaining about how much he hates the aisle seat.  As soon as they arrived in Guatemala, 

he immediately went to a pay phone (pay attention in history class to learn what those were) 

and called his travel agent.  When the screaming subsided (let up) the agent apologized (said 

they were sorry) and then asked the man why he didn’t just ask the person sitting by the 

window to switch seats.  The man again began his tirade (screaming and carrying on) and 

then said that he wasn’t able to because . . . no one was sitting there! 

 If you were paying attention to this letter you will notice it seems we went way off topic 

(something I don’t do in class unless it’s with a purpose), but an important lesson can be 

derived (learned out) from this story.  If people step back and look at the big picture, rather 

than get caught up in all of the little petty things, much can be learned.  This is what I hope to 

accomplish in Social Studies.  Step back and look at the broader picture of what happened, 

and what can be learned from it.  I have invested a lot of time and energy into making the 

process more enjoyable and educational.  The notes that are done on the Smart Board have 

been updated to become more user-friendly and a multi-media facet (aspect) has been 

added to the notes to help bring the past to life.  For those of you who are in 7th & 8th grade 

and feel like its going to be another year much like the last - it never is!  For those of you in 

6th grade that I will have the privilege of teaching for the first time - ignore all of the horror 

stories you have heard from your older brothers and relax, learning can be fun and interesting 

(plus, I may have some jalapeno popcorn left to give out).  In the meantime, enjoy the 

remainder (what’s left) of your summer! 

 

         Yitzchak Lokensky 

 

*I’m offering an extra clue card to anyone who can tell me on the first day of school where in 

the world Guatemala is. 



 בס"ד

 

 

Dear Parents: 

 

It is hard to believe how quickly the summer is passing. I hope that you are all enjoying your vacation, 

relaxing and having fun as we recharge ourselves during our time off from school. It has been great to 

see so many of the boys in Shul and around town and hear how they are enjoying themselves in camp, 

spending time visiting family and friends and all of the other activities that have been keeping them 

occupied during this period. 

I am looking forward to a great year of learning ahead. We will be expanding the scope of our learning 

to include some Math Labs to try to create additional enthusiasm and understanding in our lessons as 

well as establishing, hands on, that math is critical to a proper understanding of Torah and Mitzvos (and 

their application). 

As we move into the latter part of the summer, please encourage your children to try to take note of any 

math aspects of the activities in which they are involved. Whether they are keeping statistics within the 

sports they are playing, helping to prepare any foods in the kitchen or learning a Sugya of Gemara (or 

Mishna) or a section of Chumash or Halacha, they might be surprised how often math comes into the 

equation. 

Enjoy the remaining time of vacation with your families and I look forward to welcoming the students 

back for a great school year. If you have any questions or concerns or if there is anything you feel I 

should know about your child, please feel free to contact me via email at RabbiDDavis@ystnj.org or on 

my cell phone at 917-518-2459. 

 

Rabbi Daniel Davis 
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Summer 2017 
 
 
Dear Students, 
 
Hi! Long time no see! How have you been? I hope you are all enjoying your Summer vacation! BH, I am having a 
nice, relaxing summer and I look forward to meeting you all again in Elul and sharing our mutual experiences. 
 
We are all looking forward, BH, to a wonderful year, full of growth and advancement on all levels. BH, we will 
be learning and exploring together new facets of knowledge, and you will be growing and advancing steadily. Of 
course, this requires your cooperation and participation, so let’s get ready! 
 
On the subject of cooperation I wish to briefly note that a classroom is an environment of study and growth, and 
to facilitate this we agree to observe a few easy rules: 
 

1) We raise our hands before we speak.  
2) We are diligent about completing our work.  
3) Finally, we are respectful to our learning environment, teachers and friends. This ensures a happy, 

productive and successful learning experience. 
 
Again, I am looking forward to seeing you all, studying together and growing. Also, I look forward to continuing 
our popular story and raffles programs, which you earn by being compliant with the rules and remaining involved 
with our class studies. 
 
I wish you a happy remainder of your summer vacation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rabbi Siegel 
 
 
 
 



B’H 

Dear 6th Grader, 

Let me introduce myself. I am Mrs. Greene, your Language Arts and Science 

teacher for the upcoming year. I taught in the YST Girls’ Division, and I am thrilled 

to make the jump to YST Boys and meet you and the rest of the class.  

A bit about myself: I live in Highland Park with my husband and five children. 

Reading and hiking are my favorite activities and I was very fortunate to have 

done plenty of both with my family in Eretz Yisroel this summer! I love stories 

about adventure and survival and plan on sharing a number of them with you this 

year. 

You will write a lot in my Language Arts class. By the end of the year, you will see 

just how much you have grown as a writer.   I try to put a fun and creative spin on 

most assignments; hopefully, you will be able to smile while you work!  

Science is a fascinating way to grasp the magnificence and mystery of HaShem’s 

Creation.  As we explore, I will try to include many hands-on experiences to bring 

our studies to life. 

I am looking forward to meeting you. If you participate in class, get your work 

done, and show respect for yourself, your classmates and your teachers, it will 

certainly be an amazing year.  

Enjoy the rest of your summer! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Greene 



Supply List

Pencils

Blue/Black pens

Wide-Ruled Looseleaf Paper

7 Two Pocket Plastic Folder with holes

1 Pencil Sharpener

1 Eraser

1 Spiral Notebook

1 Composition Notebook

Multicolored Sticky Notes Variety of Sizes

1 Set of Dividers (5 pack)

1 Box Tissues

1  1 1/2 Inch Binder

1 White-Out

1 Compass

1 Protracter

1 Ruler

3 Highlighters Different Colors

Sixth Grade Boys

USB Key
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